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Dear Friends, 

 

We want to express our profound gratitude to you all for your kind and lovely letters of hope, 

encouragement and, most of all, your kind donations. As usual, school vacated on the 29th of July 

2011 and as a lot of you are aware, vacations are always the harder times in our lives. This time 

of our vacation is of no exemption. With this newsletter, we would like to give you an update 

account about what happened in the last two months. 

 

During the vacation, one of the things we did was working on the farm, harvesting cassava mainly. Most 

of it we took for our own consumption, the price for selling it was still not satisfying this season. 

Concerning our maize, which is our main stipulate food, we encountered some problems due to late 

sowing of maize as a result of lack of funds to plough the land at the right time. This led to insufficient 

yield, hence much hunger in the home. But luckily for us, one of our volunteers, Linda, assisted with a 

sack of maize until ours is ready in the minor season. 

 



 

All Ghana Orphanages Sports and Games - 2011 

From 23rd to 30th of August we took a trip to Takoradi-Sekondi in the Western Region to take 

part in the 7th All Ghana Orphanages Sports and Games. We met with seven other orphanages 

and had a lot of fun. The Games consisted of Music Performances, a Bible quiz, a scholarship 

examination and a sports competition including football, table-tennis and athletics. We were 

honored that the sports competition took place in the big ‘Esipon’ stadium of Sekondi. We are 

also proud to say we brought home the trophy of the Second Position of the Games. 

     



Relocation of Girls 

We would like to thank Tina Glaeser for providing the girls with their new accommodation 

within the orphanage. We would like to also thank Dr. Aidan and Roberta Altenor for their 

donation to install electricity in these rooms. Now the girls are also comfortable in their 

bedrooms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Well  

We are also thankful to Hein van Hout for providing the home with its own well. It is now in use. The 

water, surprisingly, is the best. We are currently drawing the water with our hands but a pumping machine 

will be installed soon. 

 



Other donations 

Nadine Morris of the U.S. donated 1227 GHS and we used it to purchase cement, gravel and 

sand which we are going to use to mold cement blocks to continue the project. 

  

 

Celine van de Schaft together with The Hague University of Applied Sciences gave donations of 

2700 GHS for El Shaddai’s School library and 5 computers for the computer laboratory. El 

Shaddai’s School also contributed for the fans, furniture and windows. 

   

 

 

Ramona Sidorow and Carmen Zech gave donations which we used on the farm. 

   

 



Current Identified Income Generating Projects 

The bakery and the local Kente weaving projects which were formally given to us by the Jorna 

Family through Plan Africa Foundation are not functioning properly due to frequent shortages of 

gas and the just ended Ivorian Civil War.  

Currently, we have identified two new projects to generate income locally. One of them is 

Grafted Mango Project and on the other hand a Creche/Daycare Center. We are confident that 

these two projects will provide secure income to us locally. We realized the need in our 

community of daily caretaking of children younger than preschool-age, as parents have 

constantly tried to bring these young children to school already. In the future, we hope to charge 

these parents for fees and look after their children while they are at work. But firstly, we are 

currently focused on the Grafted Mango Project.  

   

 

Grafted Mango Project 

From the experience with the 14 Mango trees in our school, we have learned that there is a really 

high demand not only from our region but even from Accra and other regions to purchase the 



grafted Mangos. It is also an export product. We own a land of about 8 acres on which we are 

preparing to plant about 500 grafted Mango seedlings starting from August this year. It is a big 

project that needs a lot of human and financial resources, but as soon as the yields begin, much 

money will be realized to support the Friend’s project. An international grafted mango consultant 

has helped us to subdivide the processes of the project and their costs in four phases. Phase one 

started from August until December 2011. We therefore present the calculations of the first 

phase for your overview and assistance.  

 

Visitation of Organizations and some former Volunteers 

We were very happy to welcome two of our former volunteers, namely Sanne Bos and Rosa 

Preuschoff, who were travelling through Ghana and visited us. They were very happy and 

pleased with the progress that the project has made so far. Also Terra Education and WACV 

Inc., both from the United States, and Alfredo Quero (SAPP) from Spain visited us. We also had 

local individuals visiting the home to chat and play with the children, as well as Lucy and 

Bryony, two friends of Alfie Stirling, a former volunteer. 

 

Sponsoring a Child 

We are always looking for people who want to sponsor a child on a monthly basis. Sponsoring a 

child will support us in paying the child’s school fees, especially at the Senior High School and 

Tertiary levels, and his or her general living expenses. If you are interested or have any questions 

about it, feel free to contact either  

Noor van Hout (Dreams in Africa Foundation): noorvanhout@hotmail.com   

or the Friend’s Foundation directly: friendsofovcfrom91@hotmail.com 

 

Current Volunteers within the Project 

As usual we are very sad to miss Katy and Veronika as they went back to their home countries. 

Luckily we still have Anna, Linda and Kirsten staying with us.  

 

 

 



Volunteers Needed 

As we are always happy and thankful about the contributions of volunteers, everybody who 

wants to help is always welcome, no matter if it is for a short or a long stay. We are especially 

looking for volunteers who can assist in the school with teaching Maths, English, Science, 

French and ICT. We also appreciate people who can support us as coordinators, fundraisers and 

project officers. Nevertheless, we want to confirm that we welcome every motivated person who 

wants to support us with his or her unique skills. 

 

 

 

Final word from David 

In current days, deep in my spirit, I want to be continuously thankful to all volunteer’s parents, 

especially their mothers for having taken the pains to care for them. The sustainability of this 

project is highly the consistent effort of all our dear volunteers and we give the thanks to their  

mothers who painstakingly cared for them up to the time they came to us. God richly bless you 

all now and forever – Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compiled by Linda Kreimeier, Veronika Weichsler, Kirsten de Schaetzen, Anna Koempel, 

David, Davidson and the Children 


